Name: ________________________

Date: _________________________

Comparing Standards of Living in the Global Economy

People living in the developed countries of the world enjoy a higher standard of living and quality of life than people living in the developing or transition countries. The term standard of living is a measurement of people’s economic well being as determined by income and the purchasing power of that income. The term quality of life is far broader than standard of living. Quality of life refers to the overall economic, social, political, and cultural conditions under which people live. Major determinants of one’s quality of life include people’s access to the necessities of life, such as food, clean water, clothing and shelter. It also includes people’s access to essential services that will help them achieve to their potential, such as education, a health care system, communications and technology, and so on. In recent years, quality of life issues have also included specific mention of people’s civil and human rights—including equality for women in education, the workplace, and the family.
Comparing Quality of Life Using Selected Indicators

It is not possible to measure with any precision the quality of life for peoples living in different world regions, who have different histories and cultures, and different values and world views. Yet, by examining some basic indicators, as shown below, we can piece together a general profile of a country and make some general commentary on the overall quality of life for the 6 billion people inhabiting the planet today. The quality of life comparisons will be made according to income status: high income countries, middle-income countries, and low-income countries.
Health Indicators: 1998
Life Expectancy

High-income: 77.8

Middle-income: 68.8

Low-income: 63.4

(Least Developed: 44.2)

Under 5 Mortality (per 1,000 live births)

High-income: 6

Middle-income: 42

Low-income: 108

(Least Developed: 161)

Fertility Rate (births per woman)

High-income: 1.7

Middle-income: 2.5

Low-income: 3.0

(Least Developed: 4.9)
People Not Expected to Live to Age 60

High-income: 10.6%

Middle-income: 23.3%

Low-income: 29.7%

(Least Developed: 50.1%)

Availability of Essential Services

Adult Literacy Rate

High-income: 98.6%

Middle-income: 87.8%

Low-income: 68.9%

(Least Developed: 50%)
Students in Secondary Education

High-income: 95.6%

Middle-income: 70.9%

Low-income: 57.4%

(Least Developed: 31.2%)
Doctors (per 100,000 people)

High-income: 252

Middle-income: 172

Low-income: 70

(Least Developed: 30)
Availability of Essential Goods

Daily Calorie Intake (food)

High-income: 3,412

Middle-income: 2,889

Low-income: 2,596

(Least Developed: 2,099)
Per Capita Energy Consumption (kwh)

High-income: 9,531 kwh

Middle-income: 2,464 kwh

Low-income: 563 kwh

(Least Developed: 82 kwh)
Access to Clean Water (% Without)

High-income: na

Middle-income: 20%

Low-income: 30%

(Least Developed: 36%)
Televisions (per 1,000 people)

High-income: 674

Middle-income: 258

Low-income: 145

(Least Developed: 29)
The Activity

You and a partner will be involved in a research activity that will allow you to compare and contrast the quality of life for people living in a specific developed country with those living in a specific developing or transition country in Eastern or Central Europe.

Organizing the Activity

Step 1: Select a partner. Select one developed and one developing country to research. (Steve will have a list on the board)

Step 2: Review the “National Profile Sheet” on page 3 of this handout. Familiarize yourself with the topics on the profile sheet.

Step 3: Research your countries (one developed, one developing) using the CIA World Factbook:


www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/
Step 4: Complete a National Profile Sheet, on pg. 4, for both countries.

Step 5: Draw conclusions. Based on the data, compare and contrast the quality of life for people in these two countries.

Step 6: Report to the class on the similarities and differences in people’s quality of life. What information was most surprising to you?
National Profile Sheet

Name of Country: 
Capital City:
Population: 
Population Density:
Urban Population (%): 
Main Language(s):

Economic Factors

Main Industries: 
Main Crops:
Main Minerals: 
Other Resources:
Arable Land (%): 
Main Trading Partners:

Total GNP/GDP: 
Per Capita GNP/GDP:
Labor Force (%): Industry (    ), Services (    ), Agriculture (    )

Debt: Foreign Debt (% of GNP):

Social Factors

Life Expectancy: 
Adult Literacy Rate:

Infant Mortality Rate: 
Fertility Rate:

Access to Clean Water: 
Access to Sanitation:

Televisions per 1,000 people: Telephones per 1,000 people:

Personal Computers per 1,000 people: 
Radios per 1,000 people

Population Growth Rate: Internet Hosts per 10,000 people:
Other Quality of Life Factors

___________________________ ____________________________

___________________________ _________________________
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